PmetMoMT'* D0Ck*l NO. 2003-IP-010487U1 



PATENT 



IN TNI UNITED STATU PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In rt application Oft Nguyen, et al. 

Application Na 10 / 650,063 Group No.: 3676 

Filed: 08/26/2003 Examiner: George A. Suchfield 

For Strengthening Near Well Bore Subterranean Formations 



Commfeeloner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1400 
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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATI ON DISC LOSURE STATEMENT 
BEFORE MAILING DATE OF EITHER A FINAL ACTION 
OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE (37 CFJL ft 1.97(c)) 

97 C*f.R. 1ST: "fcf An Information d f a d oa u ra atatamant staff bo conaidarad by tho Offico If (Bod altar 
thapadodapadflad In paragraph & of thk aactiori provMad trtaf tf» 

k Madbahto tho maMng data of any of a thai action un dm JfJ 113, o notfco ofohwanoaundarj 1.311, 
or on action that othorwiao doom pro&oouHon In tho application, and H la aooompanlad by ono ot 

(1) Tho atatomont apacHlad h paragraph (a)ofthia aacdon; or 

(2) Tho faa aat forth In $ 1.1T& 9 

W a final action or notloo of aMowarKObrr^^ tho apptcrion 

will bo conaidarad aa not haying hod a final action or node* ofallowanco mailod for purpoaoa of 
conddartng an Information dbdoaura atatamant' Notioo of Apr§ 20, 1992 0138 O.O. 37-41, 39). 



enrnnoATMN uhpct n o**, if \jow and i.io* 

(Whan ualng Expraaa Mai, tho Expraaa MaM tabal numbar la i 

i la optional*) 



haraby certify thai, on tho dam ahown balow, tNa oorroapondanoa la bdkyg: 



flt dapoaitad wfth tha United States Postal Service In an envelope addressed to Commistlorw for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1480. Alexandria. VA 22313-1460 

37 GJUL f iJm 97 OF.R ff 1.10 # 

XD wtth sufficlsnt postage aa flrat daaa mal. □ aa "Expreea Mai Poat Offlca to Addressee* 

No* — — (mandatory) 



□ facatmia transmitted to tha Patant and Trademark Office, (709 \ j * pn 

_^ji^cv^ , v Yf\ 

Tammv Knight 

tfypa or print noma of poraon car0fytn$ 




' Orty tho data of mng <f 1.0) w* hatha dam uaad m a patant tarm acfuatmant calculation, although tho data 
on my cartOcata of maOng or tranarolaalon undar § 1.8 oontlnuaa to ba takan Into account In datarmining 
timaamaa 3aa§ 1.703(f). Conaldar m Btpraaa Mat Poat OfOoa to A dd mi m o' (§ 1.10) or facaknOa t ran ar n bah n 
ft 1.6W ** tha *0y to bo accordad tha aariaat pcaa& 



(Trmrrtfttal of Information Oadoeure Statement bafors Maflng Data of Other a Rnai Action Or Note of 

Aiowanca [0 q p a g a 1 ot 3) 



NOTE STCJFJfXt 1.704& m Aimmcoi)t*)hg<Wmlnhm*tkndbckmn 
a i.97and1.Mwanotboeenakom^omTunto 

motion til If a c n twy a rt i tf t i t tte m aj M ff* unfi Hot nf mftTrmnfiTT — mmd - tna f — r"r- 
dmeboum atatamant wm cfmd In a oomnunfcattan from a forafen patent o/Wca *i a counterpart 
and ^S*c«nmu*»e^tiaB/^ 1.56(c) mora 

gmTddnyoompnormlhof^ 



NOTB llnbmmtomAnmri during to potiod tot Mi In & CPA f-Wm* * ca/tffcadan * utatfai 
aatw gnund of no9cdon on unanmnood cmtom, Iho noxt OfBco action wHnot bo morio too) atooo 
In tho aluatoi « » ctear ft* «PP»=»« has tubmttmd ttm infor mati o n to tha ofhoa prompt* tftar * 
hmbaeanmlomwnon*J9m m 1 nnm 9 to 

by tho Oftco. Ho wm m r, tho Information aubmHtad with a oartifkation can bo uaad In a now ground 
of latacoon and dot noxt Ofhoa oetion moot tnai d tho now gnund of lojocdon wm oacootKatad by 
Znmto^^oftinoppoootimbfoppoamL VVrm* t*orn*krt b mjbrnmmd di^ M pmlcd »i* 
a tea, dm axan+mmay urn dm koomotian oubmMod, 04, P rt ^f utic *^ 
uoo, ond mate tho noxt Ofhoa action dnot whatimr or not tho doom havo boon amondod, pnvridad 
that no otimr now ground of ndbetim which wm not nocaoatatad by atmnoYnont to tho cbwm 1$ 
Mmducod by dm omnaior. Sm ktPEP 709.07(a). d o nm gnund of naoction m Inboducod that m 
.Jifm moaoanbtad bj mamandmant to tin cha 

ha aat forth In 37 OFJl § 1.17& tho Oftiba action ahad not ba nax»t t1rm\' Nobca of April 20, 1992 
(1139 O.O. 97-41, 39), 

WAtVtMOa 'A padtion for auapanaion of action to abow appbcmnt torn to tuba* an Inform^ Ma^ 
ttatamant wMbo danmd at mdhg to pnmnt good and aulWckad nxmxm, atom 37 OFJl i 1MT 

pn a nm o adapuata tooouna flnrfftt *im» t ufcrnhMtori of prior art for — «~ ty- ■ — * 

blotioa of My a. 1992 (1141 O.Q. 83). But too § 103(b) and to), ftn/ted auapanaion of action to 
a oontinuad proaacution application (CPA) tmd undar # 1.53(o) and In a raquaat for conHnuad 
axantination (RC£) undar f 1.114. 

WAFfSNOs ttoaxtimak* of tkm cm ba had uncmr 37 (XFJl 1.139 (a) or® for mg an IDS. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(f). 



1. Tha information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed oftor three 
months of the filing date of this national application or the date of entry of the national 
stage as set forth In § 1.491 In an International application or after the mailing date 
of the first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurred last but before the 
mailing date of either 

(1) a final action under § 1.113 or 

(?) a notice of allowance under § 1.311, 
whichever occurs first 



. Accompanying mis transmittal Is 

(chock afthar A or B below) 
A. fl a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R § 1.97(e). 



□ the fee set forth In 37 C.F.R § 1.17(b) for submission of an Information 
disclosure statement under § 1.97(c). ($180.00% 
UramnittaX of hfcrmctfan Oactoaua Stetemant baton) Maflng Data of Bthar a Rnat Action Or Notfca c* 



FU PAYMENT 

(complete this Item, if applicable) 

3. Appicant elects the option to pay the fee sat forth in 37 C.F.R § 1.17(p) for submission 
of an Information disclosure statement under | 1.97(c) ($180.00). 

Fee due $ 

METHOD OF PAY1IIMT OF FM 

4. 

□ Attached is a □check □ money order In the amount of $ 

□ Authorization Is hereby made to charge the amount of $ 

OD to Deposit Account No. Oft-mnf) 

□ to Credit card as shown on the attached credit card Information authorization 
form PTO-2038. 

WARNtNOs Cnd* c*d Inhmrn H en thoukt not bm Indudod on tN» faro m H may bocoim pubHe. 

Q Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any overpayment In the 
manner authorized above. 

A duplicate of this paper Is attached. 
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P.O. Box 1431 



P.O. i 

Duncan, OK 73536-0440 
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IN THI UNITED STATU PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In r« application Of: Nguyen, et al. 

Group No. 3676 

Application NO.: 10 / 650,063 Examiner George A. SuchMeld 
Filed: 08/26/2003 

For Strengthening NMar Well Bore Subterranean Formations 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1480 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1460 

STATEMENT FOR INFORMATION DISCLOSURE UNDER 
37 C JJL ft 1.97(e) 

NOTE* A*tt*n^/nutf ststeattMT 

5tat mnie nt wasdtadine<xmmuf^ 

not more than tfvw months prior to the WUtg of the information rMadoaure statement, or (2) that no 
item of information contained In tho Information rMadoaure statement woo cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and to tho knowledge of tho person 
signing tho atatement after making reasonable inquiry, no Item of information contained in tho Information 
rMadoaure statement waa known to any IndMduai daaignatad In § 1.56(c) mora than three months prior 
to tha filing of tha Information dadosure statement* 37 CF.R. § 1.97(a). 

Undar tha first statement undar § 1.97(a), It doaa not matter whether any indbridud with a duty of 
<Msdosure actuary knew about any of tha Information cited before receiving the search report The date 
on the communication by the foreign patent office begins the 3-month period in the same manner aa 
the maJSng of an Office action starts a 3-month shortened staArtory period for reply . See § 6098(5), 
M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 




cnmricATtoN undo* rr cjtjl it urn*) m* i.io* 

(V/hen using Express MaB, the Express Mali label number is t 
Express MaM certification la optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence Is being: 



IS deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

37 CJMt f Ufa) 37 C.F.R. f 1.10 # 

(3 with sufficient postage aa first class maH. □ aa "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 

Mailing Label No* ' (mandatory) 

□ facsimie transmitted to the Patent and 



TrademaffttOfrtoe, (703) j 



Tammy Knight 



(typo or print name of person certifying/) 



Date: 



• Only the date of fiting (§ 1.6) w* be the data used in a patent term adjustment calculation, although the < 
on any certificate ofmaJSng or transmission under f 1.6 continues to be taken into account In determining 
timeliness. See § 1.703(f). Consider "Express MaM Post Office to Addressee' ($ 1.10) or facsimile transmission 
(§ 1.6(d)) for the repiy to be accorded tha eartieet possible fiSng date for patent term adjustment calculations. 
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NOTE' 'Section 1. 97(e) rrmkm It dear that a car^ 

is that each item of Information in an information disclosure statement was cited in a smith report from 
a patant office outside tha U.SL not mom than thraa montha prior to tha filing data of tha statement 
Urxtar this certifkxtion, it would 

of the information chad before receiving the search report h the alternate 

that no item of Information contained in the information disclosure statement was dted In a 

communication from a for^ 

of the person signing the cartmcation after makmg reasoned 

e duty to dbdosa mote than thrm months prior to the mngofthe statement" Notice of January % 
1992. 1135 0.(1 13-26, at 13. (emphasis added). Thuez If an item of information ia submkM wttNn 
three months of being cited in s communication from e foreign patent office in s counterpart foreign 
application, the certification can be properly maoa regardto of any indrvktoaia 
of the information. 9 Id, 1135 0.0. at 19. See § 6096(B). M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 

NOTE- The data on the communication by tha foreign patant offloe begina 

manner es the mailing of en Office action stsrts s 3-month shortened statutory period for repty. If tha 
communication containa two dates, tha mailing data of tha communication ia the one which begins 
the 3-month period. The data which begins the 3-month period is not the data the cornmunication was 
received by s foreign associate or the data it was received by e U.S. registered practitioner. Likewise, 
the statement wt* be co nsi dered to have boon Med on the oaU tha statemert 
or on an eerier data of mating or tnsnamlsslon if aooompanfad by m properly amauM oartiffoam of 
mailing or facsimile transmission under 37 CFR 1.8. or if rt is in compliance with the provisions for 
"Expreaa MaT deOvaty under 37 CF.r\ 1.10." Sea f 80980}, M.P.EP., 8th Edition 

NOTE: ^certification cm be based on pre 

without a search of Wee being made.' Tr^ for example, the certification of § 1.97(e) does not preclude 
the use of the certification in an application by corporations whom practitioners have over tha yearn 
reviewed thousands of patents arri technic^ 

of anyone thereof to the application. Notice of January 9, 1992. 1135 O.O. 13-15, at 19. 
See § 5098(5), M.P.EP., 8th Edition: 

m tf an information disclosure statement Includes a copy of a dated communication from a foreign 
patant office which dearly shows that the statement la being submitted within 3 montha of the data 
on the cornmunication, the cow 

in the absence of evidence to the contrary, that tha communication waa for a counterpart foreign 

application. 

"in tha alternative, a statement can be made if no item of information contained in the I nf ormation 
disciosum statement was cited in a cor^ 

application and, to the knowledge of the person signing the statement 

neither was it known to any individual ha ving a duty to disclose more than 3 months prior to the filing 
of the statement* 

NOTE: A copy of the foreign search report need not be submitted with the certification. Notice of April 20 
1992 (1 138 0.0. 37-41, 40). ' 

NOTE: -The phrase 'after making reasonable inquiry* makes it dear that the individual making tha statement 
has a duty to make reasonable inquiry regarding the facta that are being certified The statement can 
bo made by a reg ist ered practitioner who represents a foreign dien^ 

by tha foreign client as to the data tha information first became known. A registered practiti on er who 
receives information from a client without being informed whether the information waa known for more 
than three months, however, cannot make the statement without making reasonable inquiry. For 
example, if an inventor gave a publication to the attorney prosecuting an application with the intent 
that it be cited to the Office, the attorney should Inquire aa to when that inventor became aware of 
the publication and should not submit a statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2) to the Office until a 
satisfactory response is received. The statement can be baaed on present, good farth knowledge about 
when information became known without a search of fBm being maoo.' Notice & 1992(1138 
0.a 37-41, 391 

See § 6098(5). M.P.EP, 8th Edition. 

NOTE' "Although it is recognized that an individual actually becomes aware of the information in the 
communication from a foreign patent office sometime after it was mailed, the mating data of such a 
communication, if it occurs prior to a first awareness of the same information, would detsmw the date 
for fang of an information disclosumstatemem without a foe* 1 97(eL 

Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 0.0. 13-25, at 19 (emphasis < 
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NOTE: The mere ahusnfs of an item of Information front e foreign patent office communication is not intended 
to repreaent en opportunity to delay the submission of a Hem krwwn more than three months prior to 
the Mng of mi information dadoaure statement to en individual having the duty of dbdosure undar 
| 1.56. 62 fod. Rag. 53.131, 53.150 (Oct 10, 1997). 

NOTE: The IDS la oonaidarmd Wed aaoftha data It la received in the PTO, or on an aarlier data of mailing 
or t rw wntaato n If domeo with a properly exmcutodoart 

37 Cf.R. § 1.3, or If it la In compSanoa with the provisions for "Expreea Mat* delivery under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.10. See $ 5098(5), M.P.E.P., 3th Edition. 

NOTE: The certification undar $ 1 -97 fa) should be made by a person who fms knowledge of the facta being 
certified. The certification can be made by e practitioner who repr ea a nta a foreign client and who raOea 
on statements made by the foreign client aa to the data the information first became known. A practitioner 
who recelvea Information from a cBent without being Informed whether the Information waa known for 
mom thm three montha, however, cannot make the cert if ic a tio n without making reasonable inquiry. 9 
Notice of January 9, 1932, 1138 0.0. 13-25 at 19. 

NOTE: The term counterpart foreign patent apptoatio n moorw that a daimffr priority hm been made In eito 
the U.S. apptication ore foreign apptcation baaed on the other, or thai the cBadosuma of the US and 
foreign patent t^pBcationa are substantively Identical (ag., an application mad in the European Patent 
Office claiming the same U.K. priority as claimed In the U.S. application).' Notice of April 20, 19920138 
0.0. 37-41, 39). See* 00960% MA£P, 8th Edition. 

NOTE: 'InOvktuala other than the attorney, agent or Inventor may comply with thia section by disclosing 
information to the attorney, agent or inventor. 9 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(d) and 

TndMduala aaaodatad with the t^ & 
aaction are: 

(1) each inventor named In the application: 

(2) each attorney or agent who preparea or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) every other person who la substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application and who la a s so cia ted with the Inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there 
la m obligation to assign the eppUcation.' 37 C.F.R. J 1.56(c). 



IDENTIFICATION OP INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
FOR WNICN THIS STATEMENT IS BEING MADE 

1. This statement is being made for the Information Disclosure Statement 
IS accompanying this statement 
□ filed (date) 



STATEMENT 

NOTE: A statement under 37 C.F.R. $ 1.97(a) need not be In the form of an oath or a declaration under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.68. A statement under 37 CJF.R. § 1.97(e) by a registered practitioner or any other individual 
that the statement waa fueo wnnm me j-monrn penoo or etxner tne rarsr cnaoon oy a foreign patent 

-Mt- .f tit m fmtm inline tM — m rim n f, m ti rffa una Uti ■■ mi w m — — B ,__'»K t± f_ . J_? 

office or twatoiso oy ery or me imormaoon wm oemcc^ wirn inn provision 

in the absence of evidence to the contrary. § 6098(5), M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 



(Statement for Information Disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) 16-8}— page 3 of 5) 



2. I, the person(s) signing below state: 

EJ that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited In any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

NOTE: r?»tt^ month p*^t^^^'"^^^^fa^P«^ 0 ^ cornmunkation. Notice 
of Jemmy 9. 1992. 1 135 Ota 19-25 at 19. The mailing date ft the "date on the communication by 
the foreign patent office.- Notice of Apr* 20, 1992 (1138 O.O. 37-41. 39). 

OR 

Q that no item of information contained in the Information disclosure statement 
was ctted in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to my knowledge, after making reasonable inquiry, no Kern of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement was known to any 
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
the Information disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

NOTE The time el which Information •wet known to any htdMdual oestgrmted In 37 aFJl 1.56(c)' k the time 
when the Information wet discovered In association with the application even If awareneaa of the 
materetty came later." Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.0L 37-41, 40% Section 8096(8). M.P.E.P., 8th 

frJttlnmu 

ccraori* 

IDENTIFICATION OP PSRSON(S) MAKING THIS STATEMINT 

3. The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable item) 
(a) □ the inventors) who signs below 



SIGNATURE Of INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(b) □ a person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application, and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee, or with 
anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c)) and who signs below. 



SIGNATURE Of PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 



(typo nsmt of parson who /• signing) 



Address of parson who is signing 
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(c) 0 the practitioner who signs below on the basis of the information: 

(check each applicable Item) 

□ supplied by the Inventors). 

□ supplied by an individual designated in § 1.56(c). 
S in the practitioner's file. 
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SONATURE Of PRACTITIONER 

Robert A. Kent 



(type or print name of ptaeOttenm) 
P.O. Box 1431 



P.O. 



Duncan, OK 73536-0440 
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PTO-1449 

/^ferfeati^KDisclosure Citation in an 
^Application 


Application No. 
10/650,063 


Applicant(s) 
Nguyen, et al. 


Docket Number 
2003-IP-010487U1 


Group Art Unit 
3676 


Filing Date 
08/26/2003 



\ \w */ 

W- £/ U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT^ 5 


^DOCUMENT NO. 


■CCI ICIDI ID 

looUtfrUb. 
DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


riLirMo 

DATE 




3,123,138 


03/03/64 


Robichaux 


166 


33 


08/23/62 




3,199.590 


08/10/65 


Young 


166 


33 


02/25/63 




3,297,086 


01/10/67 


Spain 


166 


33 


03/30/62 




3,308,885 


03/14/67 


Sandiford 


166 


33 


12/28/65 




4,031,958 


06/28/77 


Sandiford, et al. 


166 


270 


06/13/75 




5,285,849 


02/15/94 


Surles, et al. 


166 


295 


07/06/92 




5,836,391 


11/17/98 


Jonasson, et al. 


166 


295 


07/16/96 




6,302,207 B1 


10/16/01 


Nguyen, et al. 


166 


276 


02/15/00 








































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT. 


DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


Yes 


No 




EP 1362978A1 


11/19/03 


European 


E21B 


43/02 


X 




































































NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT. 


DOCUMENT (Including Author, Title, Source, and Pertinent Pages) 


Date 

































EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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